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JOINT  INTERIM  SUBCOMMITTEE  ON  LIEN  LAWS 

Friday,  August  1,  at  9  a.m.  has   been   set  as  the 
time   for   the  sixth  meeting  of  the  Joint   Interim 
Subcommittee  on  Lien  Laws.   The  meeting,  which  the 
Committee   hopes   will  conclude  its  work,  will  be 
held  in  Room  104  of  the  Capitol. 

Business   to   be   considered   includes   final 
recommendations   on   liens   for   agricultural 
chemicals  and  fertilizers   dealers,  petroleum 
dealers,  wage  earners,  physical  therapists,  and 
land  surveyors,  and  any  other  lien  issues  remain- 
ing unresolved.   Also  on  the  agenda  are  a  discus- 
sion of  the  possible  liability  of  the  state  under 
the  central  filing  and  notification  system  on 
agricultural  products  liens  authorized  in  the  198  5 
Federal  Farm  Law  and  a  review  of  bills  revising 
the   Mechanics'   Lien   Law   as   requested   at  the 
Committee's  fourth  meeting. 

At  the  fifth  meeting  on  June  15,  the  Committee 
recommended  the  following  changes  in  laws  on 
exemptions  from  execution: 

(1)  allocate  the  $40,000  homestead  exemption  for  a 
dwelling   house   or   mobile   home   between   joint 
tenants   or   tenants-in-common,  limited   to   the 
family  residence,  eliminate  acreage  consideration, 
change   the   probate   code   to   allow  the  $40,000 
exemption   to   surviving   spouses   and/or   minor 
children,  and  allow  the  court  to  fix  the  apprais- 
er's fee  in  probate; 

(2)  adopt  the  federal  level  on  wages  and  salaries 
of  30  times  minimum  wage  to  provide  consistency 
between  state  and  federal  law  and  to  allow  gar- 
nishment of  up  to  25  percent  of  earnings; 

(3)  on  personal  and  household  possessions  allow  an 
aggregate  exemption  of  $6,000  including  wearing 
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apparel,  wedding  rings  and  jewelry,  but  not  more 
than  $600  per  item; 

(4)  limit  cash  value  at  $4,000  on  an  unmatured 
life  insurance  policy; 

(5)  standardizing  the  exemption  for  tools  of  trade 
at  up  to  $3,000; 

(6)  increasing  the  exemption  for  one  automobile  at 
a  value  of  up  to  $3,500; 

(7)  include  workers'  compensation  and  public 
retirement  systems'  benefits  within  the  property 
exempt  from  bankruptcy  proceedings; 

(8)  repeal  the  exemption  of  property  needed  for 
governmental  functions;  and 

(9)  allow  tracing  and  exemption  of  proceeds  of  a 
personal  property  sale  for  six  months  and  of  a 
real  property  sale  for  18  months. 

COMMITTEE       The  Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  Liability  Issues 
ORGANIZES       held   its   organizational   meeting   in  Helena  on 
June  14.   Senator  Bob  Brown  and  Rep.  Kelly  Addy 
were  elected  chairman  and  vice-chairman  respec- 
tively . 

Staff  presented  background  reports  to  the  Subcom- 
mittee, and  members  reviewed  and  revised  a  pro- 
posed study  plan  and  meeting  schedule.   Several 
interested  persons  appeared  before  the  Subcommit- 
tee to  offer  their  assistance  during  the  study 
process.   The  Subcommittee  directed  staff  to  work 
with   the   Insurance   Commissioner's   Office   to 
prepare  a  survey  to  collect  data  from  insurance 
companies  operating  in  Montana. 

The  next  Subcommittee  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
Friday,  August  15,  at  9  a.m.  in  Room  104  of  the 
State  Capitol.   During  this  meeting,  staff  will 
present  reports  on  tort  reform,  insurance  regula- 
tion, and  other  topics.   The  Subcommittee  will 
also  solicit  proposals  from  interested  persons  and 
groups  on  legislative  approaches  to  liability 
issues. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY  COUNCIL 


NEXT  MEETING    The   next   meeting   of   the   Environmental  Quality 
AUGUST  4        Council  will  begin  at  8:15  a.m.  on  August  4  at  the 
Choteau   Public   Library.   The   meeting   is   the 
opening  session  of  the  EQC  tour  of  oil  and  gas 


development  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.   The 
Council   will   hear   presentations   on   overthrust 
geology,  the  status  of  oil  and  gas  operations  in 
the  region,  and  surface  management  issues.   EQC 
staff  will  present  reports  on  environmental  review 
procedures   and   regulation   of  the   oil   and   gas 
industry  in  Montana  and  other  western  states.   The 
meeting  will  also  include  a  public  comment  session 
where  representatives  from  various  interest  groups 
and  the  general  public  are  invited  to  speak. 

OIL  -  GAS       During   the   afternoon   of   August  4  and   through 
TOUR  August  5,  the  Council  will   tour   sites   of   past, 

present,  and  potential  future  oil  and  gas  develop- 
ment along  the  Front.   Scheduled  stops  include  the 
Blackleaf  Game  Range,  the  Goat  Mountain  area,  and 
Dupuyer  Creek.   Also  under   consideration   is   an 
August  6  side  trip  to  examine  a  major  developed 
gas  field  just  north  of  the  Alberta  border. 

POSSIBLE        Following  the  oil  and  gas  tour,  the  EQC  Water 
MINE  TOUR       Resources  Subcommittee  may  continue  on  to  visit 
hard  rock  mine  sites  in  northwestern  Montana. 
However,  plans  for  this  segment  are  still  tenta- 
tive . 

Legislators  interested  in  participating  in  the 
tour  or  obtaining  a  complete  agenda  are  requested 
to  contact  EQC. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL 


MEETINGS: 
HELD  DURING 
SPECIAL 
SESSION 


The  Legislative  Council  met  briefly  during  the 
special  session  primarily  to  review  the  staff's 
progress  on  session  related  concerns. 


SET  FOR 
JULY  2  5 


The  Council  will  meet  again  July  25  at  10  a.m.  in 
Room  13  2  of  the  State  Capitol.   The  primary  topic 
of  discussion  will  be  bill  drafting  requests  for 
reorganization  of  the  Legislative  Branch. 


On  August  27  the  Council  staff  will   hold   a   day 
long   brainstorming   session   on   bill   drafting 
problems,  such   as   too   many   bills  with  too  few 
hours  and  staffers.   Staff  is  most  receptive  to 
advance  suggestions  concerning  this  topic.   The 
primary  purpose  of  the  session  is  to  find  ways  to 
deliver  finished  drafts  ready  for  introduction  as 
soon  as  possible  while   maintaining   the  highest 
quality  attainable. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  CODE  COMMITTEE 


NEW  LICENSING 
BOARDS — 
SICK  LEAVE-- 
WORKERS '  COMP 
TO  BE 
DISCUSSED 


A  meeting  of  the  Administrative  Code  Committee  is 
tentatively   scheduled   for   Friday,  August  15  at 
9  a.m.  in  Room  108  of  the  State  Capitol.   Items  on 
the  agenda  include  the  possibility  of  legislation 
"sunrising"  (making  it  more  difficult  to  create) 
new  occupational  licensing  and  regulatory  boards, 
sick  leave  pool  rules  implementing  2-18-618(8), 
MCA,  and   the   Workers'   Compensation   Act.   The 
Committee   chairman   encourages   all   interested 
persons  and  groups,  including  government  agencies, 
to  appear  and  give  their  views  on  such  matters  as 
whether   the   Committee  should  study  the  problems 
involving  the  act;  what  they  would  like  to  see  the 
Committee  do;  and  what  the  problems,  issues,  and 
possible  solutions  are.   The  Governor's  Advisory 
Council  on  Workers'  Compensation  is  considering  a 
September   meeting   and   the   Administrative  Code 
Committee  meeting  may  be  rescheduled  to  coincide 
with  the  meeting  of  the  Governor's  Council. 


COAL  TAX  OVERSIGHT  SUBCOMMITTEE 


COAL  TAX 

WINDOW 

REVIEW 


The  Department  of  Revenue  will  report  to  the  Coal 
Tax  Oversight  Subcommittee  on  the  implementation 
of  the  New  Coal  Production  Incentive  Tax  Credit  at 
a  hearing  in  Room  325   of   the   Capitol   at  9  a.m. 
Friday,   July  18.   The   provisions   of   HB  607, 
enacted  in  1985,  require  the  Subcommittee  to  hold 
a  hearing  on  the  effectiveness  of  the  credit. 


Others  who  will  address  the  Subcommittee  include 
Teresa  Alcott  Cohea,  executive  assistant  to  the 
governor.  Dr.  Paul  Polzin  of  the  Bureau  of  Busi- 
ness and  Economic  Research  at  the  University  of 
Montana,  and   Will   Knedlik,  director   of 
Intergovernmental  Programs,  Lincoln  Institute  of 
Land  Policy.   A  report  by  Dr.  Arnold  Silverman, 
Department  of  Geology,  University  of  Montana,  will 
be  presented.   Coal  producers  and  purchasers  have 
been  invited  to  make  presentations. 

REVENUE  OVERSIGHT  COMMITTEE 

ROC  ACTIVE      June  was  a  very  busy  month  for  the  members  of  the 
IN  JUNE         Revenue  Oversight  Committee  who  attended  two  ROC 
meetings  during   the   special   session.   The   ROC 
Subcommittee  on  Liquor  Recovery  met  an  additional 
two  times  during  the  special  session. 


LIQUOR  What   was   accomplished   during   these   meetings 

ENTERPRISE      amounted  to  a  strongly  supported  recommendation  of 
TRANSITION      the  ROC  for  the  Department  of  Revenue  to  begin  a 

transition  in  the  state's  liquor  enterprise.   That 
transition  will  begin  with  the  conversion  of  17 
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state-owned  liquor  stores  to  "agency"  status 
during  fiscal  year  1987.   The  Department  will 
continue  the  transition  after  fiscal  1987  by 
continuing  to  convert  state  stores  to  agency 
stores.   If  the  transition  takes  place  in  the 
recommended  fashion,  all  of  the  state's  liquor 
stores  could  be  converted  to  agency  stores  by 
1991. 

TAX  STUDY       Another  item  of  interest  is  the  ROC ' s  assignment 
to   do   a  "comprehensive   tax  study"  for  the  50th 
Legislative  Session.   An  appropriation  of  $25,000 
was  made  in  the  feed  bill   for   the  study.   Other 
states   that   have   attempted   "comprehensive   tax 
studies"  have  committed  anywhere  from  $25,000  and 
considerable   "loaned   resources"   (Texas)   to 
$800,000  (New  Jersey),  and  usually  about  1  1/2  to 
2  years  of  Committee  time.   This  study  has  neither 
the  financial  resources  nor  the   luxury   of   time 
that  other  states  have  had.   However,  the  Commit- 
tee's staff  is  in  the  process  of  developing  an 
outline  of  what  can  be  accomplished  within  the 
financial  limitations  and  time  remaining  before 
the  regular  session  begins. 

REDUCED         Due  primarily  to  budget  considerations,  the  ROC 
MEETING         will  not  meet  during  July  or  August,  but  will  have 
SCHEDULE        a  two-day  meeting  during  September,  specifically, 
the  11th  and  12th.   The  September  meeting  will  be 
principally  devoted  to  discussions  of  legislation 
requests  of  the  Department  of  Revenue,  and  revi- 
sions to  Montana's  process  of  property  tax  collec- 
tions, including  delinquencies,  tax  sales,  and  tax 
deeds. 


UNIVERSITY      Finally,  there  will  be  a  tax  conference  in  Helena 
TAX  FORUM      on  September  5  and  6,  titled  "Taxation  and  the 
Montana  Economy",  jointly  sponsored  by  Montana 
State  University  and  the  University  of  Montana. 
The  conference  will  focus  on  trends  in  Montana's 
economic  base  and  tax  system,  including  an  explo- 
ration of  alternatives  to  Montana's  tax  system. 
While  not   a   "study"   of   Montana's   taxes,  the 
conference  should  provide  a  forum  for  discussing 
tax  theory,  tax  philosophy,  tax  alternatives,  and 
the  experience  of  other  states.   The  two  universi- 
ties  are   making   a   concerted   effort  to  invite 
legislators  and  legislative   candidates   to   the 
conference.   For   further   information   on   the 
conference,  call  Marilyn  Wessel,  MSU ,  994-2341,  or 
Dan  Smith,  UM,  243-2311. 


COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

AUGUST  15       The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  met  briefly  during 
MEETING         the  June  special  session   to   discuss   legislative 
options  in  the  areas  of  alcoholism  and  the  Indian 
Child  Welfare  Act  and  to  plan  for  its  next  meet- 
ing . 

The   Committee's   next  meeting   is   scheduled  for 
Friday,  August  15,  at  9  a.m.  in  Room  2222  of  the 
Federal  Building  in  Billings.   Agenda  items  for 
this  meeting  include   discussions   of   the  Little 
Shell  Band's  efforts  to  obtain  federal  recognition 
and  the  Blackfeet  Tribe's   recently   enacted   tax 
code  and  liquor   ordinance.   The   Committee   will 
also  continue  its  discussions  on  alcoholism  and 
the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act. 

SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  HEALTH  INSURANCE  FOR  RETIRED 
PUBLIC  EMPLOYEES 

AUGUST  22       The  next  meeting  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Health 
MEETING         Insurance   for   Retired   Public   Employees   is 
SET  scheduled  for  Friday,  August  22  in  Room  104  of  the 

State  Capitol.   During  this  meeting  the  Committee 
will  continue  to  explore   ways   to   help   public 
employees  meet  their  health  insurance  needs  after 
retirement.   Proposals  under  consideration  include 
permitting  employees  to  apply  their  unused  sick 
leave  toward  payment  of  their  health  insurance 
after  retirement  and  creating  a  trust  fund  program 
for  payment  of  retiree  premiums. 

WATER  POLICY  COMMITTEE 

JULY  14-15      The   Water   Policy   Committee   will,  with   the 
MEETING         exception  of  hyrdo  issues,  complete  its  review  of 
water  policy  issues  at  its  July  14-15  meeting. 
That  meeting  involves  Committee  participation  in  a 
seminar  sponsored  by  the  National  Conference  of 
State  Legislatures  (NCSL)  to  acquaint  Missouri 
basin  legislators  with  water  management  concerns 
and  issues  in  the  basin.   A  follow-up  NCSL  meeting 
will  be  conducted  in  the  fall  at  a  lower  basin 
state  location. 


WORK  NEARS      In   September,  the   Committee   will   convene  to 
COMPLETION      address   a   draft   committee   report   and   make 
tentative  recommendations  concerning  the  areas 
examined.   The  areas  include  water  rights  adjudi- 
cation,  interstate   water   issues,  water   data 
management,  water  research,  the  state  water  plan, 
water  use  efficiency,  water  development,  drought 
management,  groundwater   management,  and   hydro 
power  rights.   These   recommendations   and   the 
report  will  be  finalized  in  November. 


RECENT  AGENCY  REPORTS 
Legislative  Auditor 

Financial  Compliance  Audits: 

O   Commissioner  of  Higher  Education 
O   Northern  Montana  College 
O  Montana  State  University 
O  University  of  Montana 
O  Butte  Vocational-Technical  Center 
O  Great  Falls  Vocational-Technical  Center 
O  Department  of  Justice 
Performance  Audit: 
O   Coal  Board 
Legislative  Council 

Research  Reports  and  Memoranda: 

O   Introduction  to  the  Liability  Issues 
Study 

O   Cost  of  Implementing  the  State  Pay  Plan 
for  Fiscal  Year  1987 

Legal  Memoranda: 

O   Taxation  Constitutional  Amendment 
Initiative 

O   Legal  Issues:   Background  Information 
for  Liability  Issues  Study 

BILLS  ENACTED  --  SPECIAL  SESSION  III 

The  following  is  a  list  of  bills  enacted  during 
the  recent  special  session.  Chapter  numbers  are 
indicated  for  those  bills  signed  and  delivered  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  as  of  the  time  this  report 
was  prepared  (Tuesday,  July  8).  Bills  added  to 
the  session  by  gubernatorial  proclamation  are 
marked  with  an  asterisk,  *;  those  added  as  a 
result  of  a  written  request  of  a  majority  of  the 
legislators  with  a  double  asterisk,  **. 


CHAPTER  BILL  NUMBER  AND  BILL  TITLE 

HE  1  An  act  appropriating  money  for  the  operation 
of  the  Special  Session  of  the  Forty-Ninth  Legisla- 
ture convening  on  June  16,  1986;  appropriating 
money  for  continuing  the  study  on  the  location  of 
the  Law  Enforcement  Academy;  appropriating  money 
for  conducting  a  comprehensive  study  of  Montana 
taxation;  and  providing  an  immediate  effective 
date. 

HB  2  An  act  appropriating  money  from  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  Montana  Code  Annotated  special 
revenue  fund  to  the  general  fund;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date. 

9         HB  3  An  act  returning  the  salary  of  legislators  to 
the  level  in  effect  prior  to  the  January  1,  1987, 
effective  date  of  the  salary  raise  enacted  by 
section  3,  Chapter  693,  Laws  of  1985;  amending 
section  5-2-301,  MCA;  and  providing  an  effective 
date. 

11         HB  6  An  act  to  eliminate  the  program  at  Mountain 
View  School  for  the  detention  of  a  youth  alleged 
to  be  delinquent;  amending  section  41-5-306,  MCA; 
repealing  sections  1  and  3  through  6,  Chapter  737, 
Laws  of  1985;  and  providing  an  immediate  effective 
date. 

HB  7  An  act  reducing  the  appropriation  for  resi- 
dential alcohol  abuse  treatment  for  indigent 
youths;  amending  section  1,  House  Bill  935,  Laws 
of  1985;  and  providing  an  immediate  effective 
date. 

HB  10  An  act  transferring  and  appropriating  money 
in  the  capital  projects  fund  to  the  long-range 
building  debt  service  fund;  amending  section 
17-5-422,  MCA;  and  providing  an  effective  date. 

HB  11  An  act  allowing  County  Commissioners  to  set 
their  and  all  other  county  officials'  salaries 
uniformly  at  the  prior  fiscal  year  level;  amending 
sections  3-10-207,  7-4-2107,  7-4-2502  through 
7-4-2504,  and  7-4-2510,  MCA;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date. 

HB  14  An  act  providing  for  general  fiscal  and 
certifying  modifications  of  the  local  government 
block  grant  program;  providing  a  contingent 
appropriation  from  the  general  fund  to  the  local 
government  block  grant  account;  providing  authori- 
ty to  prorate  available  funds  if  revenues  are  not 


sufficient  for  full  funding;  changing  responsibil- 
ity for  certification  of  the  number  of  vehicles 
from  individual  County  Treasurers  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice;  amending  sections  7-6-302  through 
7-6-306,  7-6-309,  and  61-3-536,  MCA;  and  providing 
an  immediate  effective  date, 

HB  15  An  act  reallocating,  until  June  30,  1989,  5 
percent  of  the  coal  severance  tax  revenue  to  the 
general  fund  from  the  trust  fund  whose  purpose  is 
parks  acquisition  and  management  and  protection  of 
certain  works  of  art;  expanding  the  number  of 
parks  that  can  be  operated  and  maintained  with 
income  from  the  trust  fund;  amending  section 
15-35-108,  MCA;  and  providing  an  immediate  effec- 
tive date. 

HB  16  An  act  transferring  excess  income  earned  on 
the  social  security  contribution  account  after 
July  1,  1987,  to  the  state  general  fund;  transfer- 
ring excess  earned  income  from  the  current  and 
previous  fiscal  years  as  of  June  30,  1986,  to  the 
state  general  fund;  providing  alternative  funding 
for  administering  the  retirement  systems;  amending 
sections  19-1-602,  19-3-603,  and  19-3-805,  MCA; 
and  providing  effective  dates. 

HB  21  An  act  appropriating  money  to  various  state 
agencies  for  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1986, 
and  June  30,  1987,  which  would  usually  be  made  by 
budget  amendment;  providing  for  some  appropria- 
tions to  continue  from  fiscal  year  1986  to  fiscal 
year  1987;  and  providing  an  immediate  effective 
date. 

HB  22  An  act  appropriating  funds  for  low-income 
home  weatherization  from  the  Exxon  Corporation 
overcharge  payment;  and  providing  a  contingent 
effective  date. 

HB  23  An  act  appropriating  Coal  Board  money  to  the 
general  fund;  amending  section  90-6-205,  MCA;  and 
providing  an  immediate  effective  date. 

HB  24  An  act  reducing  the  appropriation  for  a 
voluntary  genetics  program;  amending  section  3, 
Chapter  706,  Laws  of  1985;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date. 

HB  25  An  act  reducing  the  appropriation  for  review 
of  subdivisions  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences;  amending  section  3, 
Chapter  708,  Laws  of  1985;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date. 


HB  26  An  act  reducing  the  appropriation  to  provide 
training  for  family  practice  resident  physicians; 
amending  section  5,  Chapter  649,  Laws  of  1985;  and 
providing  an  immediate  effective  date. 

HB  30  An  act  to  generally  revise  appropriations 
for  fiscal  year  1987;  amending  House  Bill  500, 
Laws  of  1985;  amending  House  Bill  922,  Laws  of 
1985,  changing  the  appropriations  for  the  grants 
program;  amending  section  7,  House  Bill  928,  Laws 
of  1985;  amending  section  2,  House  Bill  961,  Laws 
of  1985;  amending  section  75-1-1101,  MCA;  provid- 
ing a  reduction  in  appropriations  for  the  Montana 
Science  and  Technology  Board,  for  the  Legislative 
Council  for  use  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, and  for  the  agricultural  assistance  and 
counseling  program;  repealing  section  10,  Chapter 
717,  Laws  of  1985;  and  providing  an  immediate 
effective  date. 

6         HB  31  An  act  continuing  fiscal  year  1986  state 
employee  compensation  plans  and  group  benefits 
levels  for  fiscal  year  1987;  amending  sections 
2-18-301,  2-18-303  through  2-18-305,  2-18-311, 
2-18-313  through  2-18-315,  and  2-18-703,  MCA,  and 
section  9,  Chapter  740,  Laws  of  1985;  repealing 
section  2-18-312,  MCA;  and  providing  effective 
dates,  a  contingent  termination  date,  and  contin- 
gent retroactive  dates. 

HB  32  An  act  to  provide  that  during  fiscal  years 
1987  through  1989  penalties  and  interest  on 
overdue  employer  contributions  appropriated  to  the 
Department  of  Labor  and  Industry  must  be  used  to 
administer  the  unemployment  insurance  law  and  for 
job  training  programs;  amending  section 
39-51-1301,  MCA;  and  providing  an  immediate 
effective  date  and  a  termination  date. 

10         HB  33  An  act  revising  laws  relating  to  public 

assistance;  limiting  the  duration  of  assistance 
provided  to  able-bodied  persons;  limiting  the 
amount  of  monthly  general  assistance;  revising 
income  eligibility  standards  for  general  relief 
medical  assistance;  amending  sections  53-3-108, 
53-3-109,  53-3-205,  53-3-206,  and  53-3-209,  MCA; 
and  providing  an  immediate  effective  date. 

HB  35  An  act  establishing  a  new  class  eighteen 
property  for  nonproductive  patented  mining  claims 
outside  the  limits  of  an  incorporated  city  or 
town;  valuing  that  property  as  it  would  be  valued 
as  agricultural  grazing  land;  taxing  such  property 
at  the  rate  generally  applicable  to  class  three 
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property;  amending  section  15-8-111,  MCA;  and 
providing  an  applicability  date  and  an  immediate 
effective  date. 

HB  36  An  act  to  discontinue  state  operation  of  the 
Montana  Youth  Treatment  Center;  to  authorize  the 
sale  of  the  facility  by  the  Board  of  Land  Commis- 
sioners; to  generally  revise  the  laws  relating  to 
operation  of  the  Montana  Youth  Treatment  Center; 
and  to  study  the  feasibility  of  selling  other 
facilities;  amending  sections  41-5-207,  41-5-403, 
41-5-523,  53-1-104,  53-1-202,  53-1-402,  53-21-112, 
and  53-30-211,  MCA;  repealing  sections  53-21-164, 
53-21-501,  53-21-502,  and  53-21-505,  MCA;  and 
providing  effective  dates. 

HB  37  An  act  increasing  the  amount  of  incentive 
awards  for  state  employee  suggestions  or  inven- 
tions resulting  in  monetary  savings  to  the  state; 
providing  for  payment  of  such  awards;  requiring 
the  Department  of  Administration  to  request  an 
appropriation  for  payment  of  certain  awards; 
amending  the  duties  of  the  Department  of  Adminis- 
tration; amending  sections  2-18-1103  and 
2-18-1106,  MCA;  and  providing  an  immediate  effec- 
tive date,  an  applicability  date,  and  a  termina- 
tion date. 

HB  38  An  act  revising  the  tax  rate  applicable  to 
class  15  railroad  transportation  property;  amend- 
ing section  15-6-145,  MCA;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date  and  an  applicability 
date. 

HB  39  An  act  generally  revising  the  renewable 
energy  sources  research  and  development  statutes; 
providing  for  the  adoption  of  rules  for  the 
repayment  of  grants  to  state  governmental  units; 
requiring  a  biennial  report  for  grants  to  state 
governmental  units;  requiring  that  grants  to  state 
governmental  units  either  be  repaid  or  that  agency 
budgets  be  reduced  commensurate  with  documented 
energy  savings;  requiring  that  grants  to  state 
governmental  units  be  administered  according  to 
Title  18,  chapter  2,  MCA,  by  the  Department  of 
Administration;  establishing  an  annual  allocation 
of  funds;  transferring  money  to  the  general  fund 
from  the  alternative  energy  and  energy  conserva- 
tion research  development  and  demonstration 
account;  amending  sections  90-4-104,  90-4-109,  and 
90-4-111,  MCA;  and  providing  an  immediate  effec- 
tive date. 
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HB  40  An  act  to  identify  and  consolidate  duplica- 
tive services  provided  by  the  Departments  of 
Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services,  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  Labor  and  Industry,  and 
Institutions;  to  provide  for  a  survey  of  employees 
to  identify  duplicative  services;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date. 

HB  44  An  act  revising  the  procedures  for  the 
payment  of  a  Montana  tax  or  license  fee  under 
protest;  revising  the  procedures  for  the  fixing  of 
tax  levies  as  affected  by  tax  protests;  amending 
sections  7-6-2321,  7-6-4232,  7-6-4453,  15-1-402, 
15-10-202,  and  20-9-142,  MCA;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date  and  an  applicability 
date. 

HB  45  An  act  providing  for  funding  the  Department 
of  Public  Service  Regulation  by  fees  levied  on 
regulated  companies;  providing  for  legislative 
review  and  a  report  to  each  Legislature;  and 
providing  an  effective  date  and  a  termination 
date. 

HB  46  An  act  authorizing  the  Legislative  Fiscal 
Analyst  to  investigate  and  examine  revenues  of 
state  government  activities;  providing  that  the 
Fiscal  Analyst's  office  may  obtain  copies  of  state 
agency  records  that  it  is  authorized  to  examine, 
except  protected  individual  income  tax  records; 
clarifying  that  the  Legislative  Fiscal  Analyst's 
office  may  not  disclose  information  obtained  in 
its  investigations  when  publication  is  prohibited 
by  law  and  is  subject  to  appropriate  penalties  for 
unauthorized  disclosure  of  confidential  records 
obtained  from  state  agencies;  amending  section 
5-12-303,  MCA;  and  providing  an  immediate  effec- 
tive date. 

HB  47  An  act  to  make  voluntary  the  recording  of 
material  safety  data  sheets  by  employers  and  to 
revise  the  information  requirements  of  the 
workplace  chemical  list;  amending  sections 
50-78-202  and  50-78-301,  MCA;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date. 

HB  48  An  act  to  require  that  a  blind  person  be 
given  preference  in  the  award  of  service  contracts 
for  vending  facilities  on  state  property  when  a 
blind  person  and  another  bidder  have  submitted 
substantially  equal  proposals  and  those  proposals 
are  the  most  highly  rated  by  the  contracting 
agency;  to  provide  rulemaking  authority  to  the 


12 


Department  of  Administration;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date. 

HJR  3  A  Joint  Resolution  of  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Montana 
honoring  Martha  Ann  Burke  as  national  Mother  of 
the  Year, 

SB  1  An  act  allowing  a  Sheriff  who  operates  a 
county  jail  to  appoint  nonsworn  individuals  as 
jailers;  providing  that  nonsworn  jailers  need  not 
receive  the  same  salary  as  Deputy  Sheriffs; 
amending  section  7-32-2123,  MCA;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date. 

SB  2  An  act  to  require  that  all  interentity  loans 
be  paid  within  1  calendar  year  of  the  date  ap- 
proved; amending  section  17-2-107,  MCA;  and 
providing  an  applicability  date  and  an  immediate 
effective  date. 

SB  3  An  act  removing  the  limitation  on  the  amount 
of  notes  that  the  Board  of  Examiners  may  issue  in 
anticipation  of  revenue;  repealing  section 
17-1-202,  MCA;  and  providing  an  immediate  effec- 
tive date. 

SB  7  An  act  revising  the  distribution  of  the 
charge  imposed  on  a  person  convicted  of  a  criminal 
offense  or  who  forfeits  bond  or  bail;  making 
Deputy  County  Attorneys'  salaries  payable  from 
county  funds;  amending  sections  7-4-2502, 
46-9-301,  and  46-18-236,  MCA;  and  providing  an 
effective  date. 

SB  8  An  act  to  change  from  permissive  to  mandatory 
the  county  1  1/2  mill  levy  in  a  county  with  a 
vocational-technical  center;  clarifying  and 
amending  section  20-7-324,  MCA;  and  providing  an 
immediate  effective  date. 

SB  9  An  act  to  adjust  the  maximum  general  fund 
budget  schedules  for  elementary  schools  and  high 
schools  for  fiscal  year  1987;  to  establish  the 
base  year  for  schedules  at  the  fiscal  year  1987 
level;  amending  sections  20-9-318  and  20-9-319, 
MCA;  and  providing  an  immediate  effective  date. 

SB  10  An  act  providing  that  the  first  payment  of 
state  equalization  aid  to  school  districts  be 
distributed  by  July  15  of  the  school  fiscal  year 
and  be  based  on  an  estimate  of  20  percent  of  each 
district's  entitlement;  amending  section  20-9-344, 
MCA;  and  providing  a  contingent  effective  date. 
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SB  13  An  act  to  redirect  coal  tax  revenue  from  the 
local  impact  and  education  trust  fund  to  the 
school  foundation  program  for  fiscal  year  1987; 
amending  sections  15-35-108  and  90-6-205,  MCA;  and 
providing  an  immediate  effective  date  and  an 
applicability  date. 

SB  14  An  act  to  generally  revise  Highway  Depart- 
ment funding;  to  increase  the  gasoline  license  tax 
by  2  cents;  to  transfer  mineral  royalties  to  the 
school  foundation  program;  to  transfer  coal  tax 
funds  to  the  highway  reconstruction  trust  fund 
account  in  the  state  special  revenue  fund;  to 
transfer  interest  and  investment  earnings  on  the 
highway  revenue  account  to  the  general  fund;  to 
provide  that  all  expenses  of  the  highway  patrol  be 
paid  out  of  the  highway  revenue  account;  amending 
sections  15-70-204,,  17-5-911,  20-9-343,  44-1-501, 
and  60-3-216,  MCA;  repealing  section  17-3-201, 
MCA;  and  providing  effective  dates. 

SB  15  An  act  requiring  the  Board  of  Public  Educa- 
tion and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
to  take  steps  toward  administrative  and  structural 
reorganization  of  the  public  school  system  that 
would  result  in  cost  savings  at  local  and  state 
levels  and  to  report  such  plans  and  any  required 
legislation  to  the  50th  Legislature;  and  providing 
an  immediate  effective  date. 

SB  17  An  act  changing  the  reporting  and  payment 
periods  for  withholding  income  taxes;  amending 
section  15-30-204,  MCA;  and  providing  an  applica- 
bility date. 

SB  19  An  act  to  require  County  Tax  Appeal  Board 
review  of  exceptional  increases  in  assessments 
made  under  section  15-7-111,  MCA,  before  placement 
on  assessment  books;  to  require  the  Department  of 
Revenue  to  standardize  property  tax  classification 
and  appraisal  notices;  to  require  the  Department 
to  send  a  standard  notice  to  taxpayers  with 
exceptional  increases  in  1986  assessments;  to 
extend  the  application  deadline  for  reduction  in 
1986  valuations;  amending  sections  15-7-102  and 
15-8-112,  MCA;  and  providing  an  immediate  effec- 
tive date  and  an  applicability  date. 

SB  20  An  act  to  revise  the  criteria  for 
classification  of  certain  property  as  class  four; 
to  establish  a  new  class  eighteen  property  for 
real  property  containing  less  than  20  acres  and 
that  is  rendered  nonproductive  by  land  use  laws; 
to  revise  the  eligibility  of  land  for  valuation  as 
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agricultural;  to  extend  the  application  deadline 
for  reduction  in  1986  valuations;  amending  sec- 
tions 15-6-144,  15-7-202,  and  15-8-111,  MCA;  and 
providing  an  applicability  date  and  an  immediate 
effective  date. 

**   SB  22  An  act  revising  limits  of  recovery  in  tort 
suits  against  the  state  and  local  governments; 
amending  section  2-9-101,  MCA;  repealing  sections 
2-9-106  and  2-9-107,  MCA;  providing  an  applicabil- 
ity date;  and  providing  effective  dates  and  a 
termination  date. 

**   SJR  1  A  Joint  Resolution  of  the  Senate  and  the 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Montana 
requesting  the  Board  of  Regents  to  prepare  a 
report  on  the  long-term  direction  of  higher 
educational  institutions  in  Montana. 
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